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Extension Cattle Call 
Stanly  County  Livestock  Market-  Norwood  

	  
Find	  your	  local	  

agent:	  

Samantha	  Foster	  
Stanly	  County	  
704-‐983-‐3987	  

Richard	  Melton	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(interim)	  	  	  	  	  	  

Anson	  County	  
704-‐694-‐2915	  

Richard	  Melton	  	  	  
(interim)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Union	  County	  	  	  	  	  	  
704-‐283-‐3801	  

Morgan	  Watts	  
Rowan	  County	  
704-‐216-‐8970	  

Jamie	  Warner	  
Montgomery	  

County	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
910-‐576-‐6011	  

Nathan	  Kiger	  
Cabarrus	  County	  
704-‐920-‐3310	  

	  

Fly Control For the Beef Herd 
Allison Brown, Livestock Agent, Alexander County  
 
The necessity for a fly control program for beef herds is inevitable and if you                                      
haven’t started a program in your herd, now is the time. The two major species of                                          
flies that cause the most serious decreases in beef production and require the most                             
control efforts are the horn fly and face fly. The horn fly alone is estimated to cause animal losses to the 
US beef industry of $700 million. Tests have shown that the annoyance, irritation, and blood loss caused 
by flies can reduce weaning weights of calves nursing fly infested mother cows by 12 to 14 pounds; 
average daily gain of grazing yearling steers may be reduced 12 to 14 percent, or as much as 30 pounds, 
during the grazing season. Both face flies and horn flies annoy cattle, resulting in reduced grazing time 
and increased energy expenditure.   

The best methods of fly control are the integrated approach, using several different methods and 
insecticides for a longer lasting, more effective fly control program.  Pour-Ons, Ear Tags, Spray 
Formulations, and Dusts are the traditional methods of fly control.  Feed-through fly control has become 
an increasingly popular method of fly control.  These additives generally fall into one of two categories: 
insect growth regulators (IGR), or larvicides.  IGR’s like Altosid and Dipteracide interfere with the larvae 
development and are species specific, thus targeting only a single fly species.  Larvicides like Clarifly 
and Rabon prevent flies from breeding and are not species specific thereby controlling face flies and horn 
flies.  An important consideration in the use of these feed-through products is the availability of other 
untreated cattle in the proximity. If there are many neighbors (within 1-5 miles) with cattle who do not 
use these control products producers often see little benefit from feed-through control in their mineral 
treatment for flies.  (Name brand products are used for example purposes, not for promotion) 

When making decisions about fly control it is important to realize that there are many effective programs. 
Producers should develop a program for their operations which is cost effective and most convenient. 
Some of the factors to consider when developing a fly control program for a herd include:  

• Young cattle should receive more attention than older cattle. Because they are growing, decreases in 
gain effect income directly. 

• Young cattle are much more susceptible to pinkeye. 
• Fly tags are convenient but have some drawbacks. 
• Full season control from fly tags, especially for face flies, is generally not possible. 3 to 4 months of 

control is average for fly tags.  Flies can be an issue for 6 to 7 months depending on weather 
conditions. 

• Flies can develop resistance to products used in fly tags.  Be sure to rotate tags based on the 
insecticide ingredient and at the end of fly season remove the tags. 

• The use of two fly tags (one in each ear) extends control by only 10-14 days in most areas. 
• Dustbags, oilers, face mops and other "self medicators" can be very effective because they provide for 

long-term high concentrations of insecticides on cattle. 
• Locations for "self-medicators" must be carefully chosen so that cattle will get frequent contact. 

There is not one stand-alone method that will control flies for the entire season.  Certainly using one 
method is better than none, but a combination with strategic timing is usually the best route.  Talk with 
your Extension Agent about what might work best for you in your cattle operation.     
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Youth State Cattle Working Contest Held 
Aaron Ray Tompkins, Agriculture Agent, Alleghany County 
 
On April 24th, area student teams gathered to compete in the State Cattle Working Contest held at the Upper Mountain 
Research Station in Laurel Springs, NC. There were 10 teams that had qualified at prior regional contest to be eligible to 
participate. 

• 1st place: Alleghany Jr. Cattlemen’s   
Olivia Townsend, Chelsea Bobbit, & Matt Weddington 

• 2nd Place: Bandy’s FFA Team 1 
• 3rd place: Bandy’s FFA Team 2 
• 4th place: North Iredell FFA Team 1 
• 5TH Place: South Stokes FFA Team 2 

Competitors demonstrate their skills in processing young beef cattle for  
health and productivity and learn the concepts of Beef Quality Assurance. 

Competitors in the event planned and then processed three head of cattle. They first completed a Cattle Processing Plan 
providing information about the products that were used, how they are used, and where they are administered. This document 
becomes a permanent health record for this group of cattle. If the cattle are sold, this document would accompany the cattle so 
the new owner is aware of the details surrounding health products administered to the cattle. 

Contestants then processed the calves. Calves received two vaccinations, a dewormer, and recorded weight. Scores were given 
by judges on the correctness of the procedures performed by contestants. 

Contestants were also scored on their ability to handle the cattle. Smooth, quiet handling is being sought to minimize potential 
injury to cattle and people. Points may be deducted for noisy or rough handling and errors in catching heads, moving cattle, etc. 
Common errors that are made in handling cattle include: missing the head with the catch, failure to use squeeze on the chute, 
failure to use a bar behind calves, excessive roughness in moving cattle and failure to use the crowd gate in putting cattle into 
the chute system. 

Safety was also scored for the teams that competed. Any action that seemed to put the handlers or cattle at risk resulted in a 
deduction for safety. Common safety errors include: having the handler’s head too close to the calf’s head during tagging or 
implanting so the calf can swing their head up and strike the handler, dropping the tail gate on the calf, or attempting to inject 
in the neck in front of the head catch. 

Time for completion of the processing is part of the contest as well. The emphasis is to encourage the efficient processing of 
cattle but not to pressure such fast activity that errors occur and safety is jeopardized. 

Weed of the Month 
Seth Nagy, Agriculture Agent, Caldwell County 
 
Sweet Vernal Grass or sometimes, vanilla grass is the common name for  
Anthoxanthum odoratum. It has a sweet odor especially when dry. However,  
many people have allergies to its pollen.  
 
This weedy grass seems to be more abundant this year than in recent years.  
When it is found in hay fields or pastures a soil test should be taken. There is  
often a lack of nutrients when this begins showing up. However, don't just  
guess soil test. Your local county agent can assist if you have questions about  
how to soil test. 
	  

	  

	  

Picture	  provided	  by	  Laura	  Elmore	  


